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SANITARY LEGISLATION. 



STATE LAWS AND REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO PUBLIC 

HEALTH. 

mississippi. 

Bureau op Vital Statistics Established — Secretary of State Board op 
Health to Act as State Registrar op Vital Statistics — Morbidity Re- 
ports — Registration op Births and Deaths (An Act Approved March 11, 
1912). 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, That a bureau 
of vital statistics shall be established by the State board of health, which shall pro- 
vide an adequate system for the registration of births and deaths and the preservation 
of vital statistics on forms prescribed by said board of health, and provide adequate 
methods for enforcing the laws and orders of the board relating to health matters of 
the State. 

Sec. 2. That the secretary of the State board of health shall act as State registrar 
of vital statistics, and his compensation for said duties shall be fixed by the said 
board, and it shall be his duty to carry in effect the rules, regulations, and orders 
of the State board of health provided for this bureau of vital statistics; and the said 
board shall provide for such clerical and other assistance as may be necessary for 
the purposes of this act, and may fix the compensations of persons thus employed 
within the amount appropriated for the health work by the legislature, and provide 
suitable apartments, properly equipped with fireproof vaults and filing cases for 
the permanent and safe preservation of all official records made and returned to said 
bureau. 

Sec 3. That for the purposes of this act the said State board of health may divide 
the State into registration districts, defining and designating the boundaries thereof 
and appointing local registrars in each district. 

Sec. 4. That the said board of health shall formulate and promulgate rules and 
regulations for the proper reporting and registration of morbidity and vital statistics, 
prescribing the method and form of making such registration. 

Sec. 5. That any copy of the records of births, sickness, or death, when properly 
certified to by the State registrar of vital statistics to be a true copy thereof, shall be 
prima facie in all courts and places of the facts therein stated. 

Sec. 6. That each local registrar shall be paid the sum of 25 cents for each birth 
and death certificate properly made out in the manner and on the form required by 
the State board of health, same to be paid by the treasurer of the county in which the 
registration district is located, upon certification made annually on January 1, to the 
county treasurer, by the State registrar of vital statistics. 

Sec. 7. That any person or persons who shall violate any rule, regulation, or order 
of the State board of health relative to the recording, reporting, or filing information 
for the bureau of vital statistics, or who shall willfully neglect or refuse to perform 
any duties imposed upon them by said orders, or who shall furnish false information 
for the purpose of making incorrect records for said bureau, shall be fined not less 
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than $5 nor more than $100, or be imprisoned in the county jail not exceeding 60 days , 
■or suffer both fine and imprisonment in the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 8. That all laws and acts or parts of acts in conflict with this act are hereby 
repealed. 

Sec. 9. That this act shall take effect and be enforced from and after its passage. 

Nuisances — Abatement of (An Act Approved Mar. 14, 1912). 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Mississippi, That section 2495 
•of the Mississippi Code of 1906 be amended so that when amended shall read as fol- 
lows, to wit: 

The State board of health when informed by county officers or otherwise of the 
■existence of any matter or thing calculated to produce, aggravate, or cause the spread 
■of any epidemic or contagious disease or to affect injuriously the health of the public 
or community may declare the same a nuisance; and when it does so, it shall notify 
the district attorney of the district where the nuisance exists, who shall forthwith 
commence proceedings by information in the circuit or chancery court to have the 
same abated, and the parties in interest shall have five days' notice of the proceed- 
ings, which shall be served as in ordinary suits. Such proceedings may be tried by 
the judge or chancellor in term time or in vacation time in a summary way, and if 
the matter be urgent it shall be tried without delay; but the parties in interest shall 
liave a jury if they demand it, which the judge or chancellor shall cause to be sum- 
moned, if in vacation time, returnable at some early day, to be fixed by him, and 
the matter shall be tried as other causes by judge and jury or chancellor and jury; 
'and if the matter be found to be a nuisance, the judge or chancellor shall order the 
•same abated, which shall be executed by the sheriff or other proper officer, and an 
appeal shall not be allowed therefrom. This section shall not affect the right which 
municipalities may have to abate a nuisance or common-law and equity proceedings 
ifor that purpose. 

Sec. 2. That this act shall take effect and be enforced from and after its passage. 

Appropriations for 1912 and 1913 (An Act Approved Mar. 14, 1912). 

Section 1. That the following sums of money, or so much thereof as may be neces- 
sary, be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in the State treas- 
ury not otherwise appropriated: 

-For the establishment of a bureau of vital statistics for the year 1912, $6,000. 

For the eradication of tuberculosis, typhoid fever, malarial fever, pellagra, and 
«other infectious diseases, year 1912, $10,000. 

For the eradication of hookworm diseases and bacteriological work; for the inves- 
tigation of any disease, year 1912, $9,000. 

For the eradication of tuberculosis, typhoid fever, malarial fever, pellagra, and 
mother infectious diseases, year 1913, $10,000. 

For the eradication of hookworm disease and bacteriological and chemical work; 
<or the investigation of any disease, year 1913, $9,000. 

missouri. 

Common Drinking Cups, Roller Towels, Public Combs and Brushes — Use op 
in Trains and Railway Stations Prohibited (Regulation State Board op 
Health Adopted Jan. 15, 1912). 

Whereas it has been conclusively demonstrated and is a matter of scientific as 
Well as general knowledge that the use of what is usually known as the common 
drinking cup, the roller towel, and the public comb and brush are dangerous and a 
menace to the public health, in that through these means communication of infectious 
■diseases results. 



